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 There are estimated to be in excess of 250 street gangs operating in London.   
 
 Between April 2013 and April 2014, there were 52 fatal stabbings in London 

with over 3000 knife related injuries. 
 
 Between July 2013 and July 2014, there were 536 gun related crimes in London. 

 
 Each gang comprises its own hierarchy of members, associates and affiliates.   
 
 Increasing numbers of youths (both male and female) are becoming involved 

in gang related offending.   
 
 Why do these often vulnerable groups involve themselves with known 

offenders?   
 
 Are they naive, do they hunt glory or are they so disillusioned by the 

establishment that safety comes from a known threat?  



Evidence often relied upon by the Prosecution to 
demonstrate gang membership / affiliation 

 Association with co-defendants / ‘known gang members’ 
 
 BBM / SMS 
 Social media 
 Photographs 
 Music videos / Lyrics 
 Street Names 
 Cell site of phones 
 Friends / Girlfriends in common 
 Geography of homes / Schools 
 Tattoos / Clothing / Insignia (opinions of police officers) 
 Previous convictions 
 Stop and Search records 

 



Cases 
1. R v Lewis & Others [2014] EWCA 48 

 

1. R v Elliot [2010] EWCA Crim 2378 

 

1. R v Saleem [2007] Crim 1923 
 

2. R v Twist [2011] 2 Cr App R 17 

 

1. R v Braithwaite [2010] 2 Cr App R 18 



R v Lewis & Others [2014] EWCA Crim 48 
 
 Judge must consider whether the evidence of membership or 

association with a ‘gang’: 
 

a) is relevant to an important matter in issue between a defendant and 
the prosecution; 
 

b) is proper evidence of the existence and nature of the gang;  
 

c) shows that the defendant is a member of, or is associated with, a gang 
which has links with firearms or exhibits violence or hostility towards 
the police;  

 
a) would have such an adverse effect on the fairness of the trial that it 

ought to be excluded, R. v Smith (Dean Martin), [2009] 1 Cr. App. R. 
36 and R. v Elliott (Nathan) [2010] EWCA Crim 2378 followed.  

 

 









R v Elliot [2010] EWCA Crim 2378 
 
 In relation to the existence and criminal activities, 

territories and insignia of the relevant gangs, the evidence 
of a Trident officer had been properly admitted as expert 
evidence. 
 

 Multiple hearsay was admitted as evidence of gang 
association.  The DC referred to a letter to the accused 
which he had seen in a search but had not been seized.  He 
stated that it "made reference to the fact that when the PYG 
were in HMYOI Feltham they ran the wing. However now 
that he is in Reading, he's not having so much control of his 
surroundings." 
 
 



Signs and Insignia 
 “DC Whiteway gave evidence that the PYG was a 

violent gang whose members would use firearms if 
they thought it necessary. As to the latter, DC 
Whiteway gave evidence that a black and white 
bandana was an emblem of membership of the PYG.  

 

 He also gave evidence that another indication of such 
membership was the forming of a letter “P” which 
the thumb and first two fingers.” 



SN1 



Tulisa does ‘C’ for Camden Gangs? 



Danny Haynes does ‘P’ for Peckham Gangs? 



R v Saleem [2007] Crim 1923 
 The photographs and rap lyrics evidence were relevant 

to rebutting the case of innocent presence put 
forward by S, however the rap lyrics were not 
sufficiently connected in order "to do with the 
alleged facts of the offence" under s.98 of the 2003 
Act, as there was insufficient connection in time with 
the facts of the offence due to the point in time they 
were written.  

 

http://login.westlaw.co.uk/maf/pcrm/app/document?src=doc&linktype=ref&context=181&crumb-action=replace&docguid=ID7128FA0E45211DA8D70A0E70A78ED65
http://login.westlaw.co.uk/maf/pcrm/app/document?src=doc&linktype=ref&context=181&crumb-action=replace&docguid=ID7128FA0E45211DA8D70A0E70A78ED65
http://login.westlaw.co.uk/maf/pcrm/app/document?src=doc&linktype=ref&context=181&crumb-action=replace&docguid=ID7128FA0E45211DA8D70A0E70A78ED65


Resources 
 

1. Proactive use of the prosecution tools: 

a) Experts 

b) Territory and Allegiances  

c) Social Media and Rap Lyrics generally 

d) Stop and Search 

 

1. Examples: 

a) www.LondonStreetGangs.blogspot.co.uk 

b) www.urbandictionary.com 

c) Experts 

 

 

 

http://www.LondonStreetGangs.blogspot.co.uk
http://www.urbandictionary.com














www.urbandictionary.com 
 ting  
 can mean a gun, knife, weed, coke, e's, crack, girl....  

 
 ting  
 Ting= West  Indian/Carribbean way of saying thing and its also a carbonated grapefruit 

drink.. 
 

 tings  
 Jamaican way of pronouncing "things"  

 
 tings  
 Jamaican term used for any erotic act which falls short of sex it self. 

 
 ting  
 a pretty girl  

 
 ting  
 a word that can replace a object, action or question  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=ting&defid=2420004
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=ting&defid=1663716
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=tings&defid=1198335
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=tings&defid=2551431
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Ting&defid=6366336
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Ting&defid=6366336
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=ting&defid=5722735





